


neighborhood development issues. However, in the matter of preserving, protecting, and enhancing 
William Edmondson’s legacy and Edgehill’s cultural history, we serve as their voice. We have earned 
that position through years of grassroots advocacy, partnership and trust-building. 

In our opinion, a “copycat” greenspace such as this proposal does little to honor William Edmondson 
or Edgehill history. If anything, serves to dilute the efforts already underway by the community to 
promote those goals through the preservation and enhancement of the existing historic site.

We are aware that, to facilitate Marquette’s SP zoning request for a variance of height restrictions, 
they are required to show “community engagement” and evidence of public support. Marquette’s 
contractors have recently been distributing flyers in the neighborhood and asking for signatures on 
petitions to include in their proposal to the Commission. 

You should know that there is nothing on the flyers to inform the people who sign the petition, or 
agree to write to the Planning Commission, that they are endorsing a zoning change to allow tall 
buildings. Instead, the emphasis is about supporting William Edmondson and Edgehill history. We 
urge the Planning Department staff and Commissioners to take careful note of this, when evaluating 
the quality of “community support” that Marquette & Tuck Hinton submits to the Commission.

For all of the above reasons, We respectfully ask the Planning Commission to defer this SP 
application for two months, so the developer can revise their proposal and hold actual 
community meetings before submitting again to Planning. We think this is fair to both to the 
community and the developer.

Sincerely,

Friends of the William Edmondson Homesite Park & Gardens
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Encl: The Community-Led Higher Vision Master Plan and concept renderings for the William 
Edmondson Homesite Park & Gardens


