
Mr. Bernard Childress, Executive Director
Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association
P.O. Box 319
Hermitage, TN 37076

November 30, 2021

Dear Mr. Childress,

As advocates for both the young people of Nashville and the fair and equal treatment of all people,
regardless of race or ethnicity, we write to you today to express our sheer and utter disappointment in how
the TSSAA has responded to one of your basketball officials using a racial slur against a black Nashville high
school student.

When the incident occurred on Wednesday evening, Nov. 17th, the video shows the game official who used
the slur yelling at the STEM Prep basketball player, another official in close proximity, and a third close
enough on the court to have heard what was said. The word “nigger” is a hate-filled racial slur that is utilized
with the intent to belittle, condemn, and embarrass black people. To add insult to injury, the letter dated
today detailing your investigation failed to include any interviews with other players, parents, or coaches
who were on or near the court where this happened. Instead, you simply accept the denials of all three
officials, including the two who bore witness and did not immediately file reports of misconduct as required
by your bylaws. Rather than addressing the gross misconduct of the official, your leadership and
administrative staff issued penalties and fines against STEM Prep prior to performing any investigation.
Further, by taking no disciplinary action against this official, TSSAA is concluding that the people who heard
the slur are providing false information for no reason at all.

With nearly 5,000 Nashville student athletes participating in TSSAA high school sports, this is an issue that
affects our entire community. The people of Nashville should be able to trust that a statewide public school
athletics association would put the interest of all students above its own, and demand the highest level of
accountability for the actions of the officials you register and contract.

We write to you today to echo the demands of STEM Prep High School, and insist that you work promptly  to
rectify the harm the actions of your organization and your organization’s representatives have caused by
terminating this official.

In the interest of ALL Nashville students,

Sonya Thomas, Executive Director of PROPEL
Sheryl Guinn, Esq., President, NAACP Nashville Branch
Dr. Chris Jackson, Interdenominational Ministries Fellowship
Clifton Harris, President and CEO of the Urban League of Middle Tennessee


